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Fathers Service

My dadwasin the FirstWorld War, he wasthirteen. Hewaswhat they calla trimmer, down
below on the fires. Hewent through Gallipoliandthe Dardanellesandthen he joinedthe
MerchantNavy

TheNavy

| volunteeredfor the Navyandyou hadto getyour parentsto signit, andyouwaited. | wentin
when| wasseventeenYoudo three months down at Motuihe, whichwasHMSTamakithey
usedto callit. In that three monthsyou got one weekendawayto cometo Teaharto seeyour
folksandyouwent backagain Thenyou cometo Philomelthen they transferredusto Arundel
racecourseandwe were pickedup to goonto the old rattler, the three o'clocktrainto
Christchurchto pickup anoil tankerto take youto Americag but | nevergot that far. | wastaken
off the trainandtakenbackto Philomelthen informed my mother hadjust died. They gaveme



three days'leaveandthen backagainto Philomelthen straightonto a shipcalledthe Nieuw
Amsterdam

From there we took ten thousandAmericansoverto Melbourne from Melbournewe went
throughto Durbanin SouthAfricaandthere wasa gurmery schooltwenty five milesout there
calledHMSAssegaiand that isthe nationalspearof the nativesin Africaisthe assegaiand

0 K I wihé@eive waited until we got a ship. Theyfoundit easierthere to crew the shipsthere
andsendthem backto the Atlanticrather than sendthe crews overthere becauseof the blitz.

Andsoil K | hbviw startedin the SecondNorld War. At agumery schoolthere wherethey
took usthroughall the Oerlikonand pompomsand on to four inchandsixinch. Fom there we
transferred | went onto anarmedmerchantcruisercalled the Canton Theytook me off at
Colomboand| pickedup the Gambiaat Colombo | went straighton to Aturret whichwasa
triple sixinch. | donetwo commission®n her. Thatwasour gunneryteachingandfrom there
we went up to the Bayof Bengalthe IndianOcean

Ourmainport wasTrincomaleethat wasa navalport, TrincomaleeFromthere we usedto go
out with the carriersand(i K S Bo@Hb&ardMalaysia Surabayaand do surfacefindings From
there we did a commissionthat wasapproximatelyjust on ayearandcomebackto New
Zealandwe went into dock and after dockwe were donethroughour trials andfrom the trials
we went backfrom the Easterrfleet we joinedwhat they callthe BritishPacificHeet. Andwe
comeunderthe AmericanAdmiralHalsey From there we islandhoppedattackingall the
islandsuntil we got up to Japan

Oneof the biggestnavalbattlesthere in the SecondNorld WarwasOkinawa We battered that
placefor four days Prior to that duringthe courseof beingin the Navyespeciallyin Indiawe
doneacoursein combat Whichstood usin goodhealthwhenwe went up to JapanWe were
the first to landin JapanBut prior to that there wasa platoonwhichis twenty four of the ship's
companyof the Gambiathat wastransferredto an Americandestroyerandthat's whenwe saw
the bomb go off on Hiroshima We were aboutone hundredand eighty miles awaywhen that
happened We thoughtwhat had happeredwasthat (i K S @o@fup Japan|t justlookedlike
a bigmushroomshape sort of white and browny smoky Andthen four dayslater they dropped
the bombon Nagasakbut duringthat time we went in lendingcraftinto Yokosukavhichwasa
navalbasein Japanand took overthe navalbasethere.

From there | wasDavisGofiQ i@ght-handmanand| washisdriver. He wasthe first navalrating
to comefrom the lower deckandendedup Commodoreof the Navy Sol went out and| gota
Buick straight8 car, confiscatedthat off the Japanesgandthat washis car. We went right
throughJaparto n ¥ dayhlchwasthe mostnorthern prisonerof war camp Badone. Andwe
liberatedprisonersof war andwe broughtthem backsouthdownto a placecalledWakayama
Theywere all delousedand everythingthere andthen transported onto the two hospitalships
andtransported awayto Australig NewZealand Englangdand America The conditionthey



werein wasjust a bagof bones.Skinand bones.Nowondera manhadnightmarewhenyou
gotout the Navy.It takesabouttwo yeas, three yearsto settle down.

Otherthanthat, they were a defeatednation but they had mobilizedovera million forceto
repelthe invasion But after they droppedthe two bombsthey refusedto signthe treaty so
Roosevelsaidl've got sevenmore atom bombsl candrop if you don't signthe treaty. Sothey
gave them four days,andon the fourth daythey signedit. We got relievedfrom there by the K
forceandwe came backto NewZealand

Escapades

Duringthat time there wasquite afew little escapadesike the Britishdestroyerwashit by
aerialtorpedoesandwe towed that for abouttwo weeksdoingsixknots Andwe're under

attack by Japanessubmarinesat anytime, but we got throughto a placecalledLeytein the
PhilippinesDuringthe time, a tow rope partedbecausethey K | R yridhie destroyereasedit
throughthe fairingsinsteadof usingit just whereit wasit wasjust rubbingon the one
particularlink, of coursethe link brokeandit wassisal the tow rope, whichfloated on the

water sowe hadto awayseaboatscrewandin amongstall the sharksthat were there we to
pickthis rope up andtakeit backandreattachit to the destroyerandthen we took off again
Therewerejust placesyou couldn'tgoashoreor anything nothinglike that. | think at one part
there we hadeightyfive daysat sea. We oiled and provisionedand everythingagain That was
the longestanyshiphadeverbeenat seawithout strikingland. ¢ K S M¥wWphotosthereL Q Y
showingyou of oiling at sea,provisioningandall that. Allin all, whenyouthink of it now, A (1 Q &
gone,youknow, but at the time you hadto makesurethat you doneeverythingright.

Aerial Attack

We went up to a placecalledKamaishivhichis up the northern part pastFukushimaup
towardsn ¥ dayhkrethere wasabig steelworksand we blew that apartwith anaval
bombardment.Andthe kamikazesthat wasthe first time we sawthem comingout. This
kamikazeplanecameoverandwasinterceptedandfired on our ship, the Gambiabut it was
disintegratedby none other than an Americanpilot who blew it up and part of it wasscattered
overthe quarterdeckof the Gambia¢ K S By®drylow to getout of escapinghe radar, and

0 K Sa&nt¥® the aircraftcarriers The centerisland whichisthe nervecenter, andjust blow
themselvesandthe planeup. ¢ K S §o@hRughtons of aerialfiring from Boforsandthe four
inchandalsothe pompoms Quite afew of them nevergot anywherenearus, but somedid.
lllustriousgot hit, Indomitable,| think shegot hit too, but it putsthem out of action.

Turret

Well, we were closedup on the actionstationsin the turret andjust lay there on the deck
wherewe were. Youhada boiler suitand anti-flash Andfor usingtoilet there wasonly one
coulddisappearyouknow. In the turret there wasfifteen, no, sixteenwith the captainof the
gun, five for eachgunandtriples sixinch. Anda breechloader, rangefinder andyou hadtwo



rammersanda cordite number.The two rammerswould ram the shellup andgetto the rifling
of the spoutof the sixinchgun. Andthen the cordite goesbehindthat then they closethe
breechandinterceptandreadyto fire. ThenA (fi@dfrom up on the bridgewhenwe getall the
calculations| wascordite number. Youhadto be pretty goodwith yourfoot to pressthe
releasebutton andthe cordite would comeup in a shell What would you callit? Avery hard
plastic Andyoutakethe lid off it, moveyour shoulderandthe cordite would shootout. And
whenit shotout, it went straightto the rammerwho slammedit into the breech,into the
spout Andthen the breach andthen they would ram it andthen they were readyto fire, and
interceptit. | would say,aboutforty five seconddrom whenhe opensthe breechand then you
go. Therangefinder K S §etiinghisinstrumentsandyou've got the captainof the gunthere.

[

TaskForce38

We were attachedto Halseyand hiswasthe aircraft carrierg TaskForce38. lllustrious,
Indomitable Saratogahat wasan Americanone, that wasthe biggestone of the war, Saratoga
Andthat's the one we pickedup at SharkQ Bay whichis on the northwestern sideup north by
Broome Noneof those placeswere thought of then andthat's wherewe met it andwe went

up to MalaysiaandbombardedSurabayaBlew the aircraft carrierand blew the aircraftandall
that. Blewthe aerodromeall to piecesand camebackandwent backup TrincomaleeWe were
the bestgumery shipin the EasternHeet and the BritishPacificHeet, the Gambia



YokosukaJapan

¢ K | ah€xperiencegoingon alandingcraft andthis is the lendingbarge that we all, twenty
four of usclamberedinto. Beforewe went in andtook over Yokosukan the mainland of Japan
Andé 2 dZ@tNi&picture?Yeahi K I nie Oaivn there, alongsidethe Americanmotorman |
think you seemy rifle there. We hada LeeEnfieldrifle with five bulletsandthat wasour lot and
bayonets That'sall we had. Therewl & yn@nyof us, only aboutfifty of uswentinto Yokosuka
0 K I abaDtall. At one part | waslookingafter two hundredJapanesé¢hat hadsurrendered
AndI'll tell youwhat, | waspleasedwhenthe Americansarrivedin the jeepwith a LewisGunon
the backof it andthey justtook over. Well probablyone of the bestpartsof beingup there was
DavisGoffsaidwe'll goover here andwe went througha coupleof tunnelsandone tunnelwas
abrewery. Andthey hadall thesebottles of Sakthere, flip the lid off and | passedt but he said,
A b gontry it first.€ | tried it, not thinkingfor one minute it couldbe poisonor anythinglike
that, but it wasall right. Hesaidto me gobackto the baseandgetasmanymen asyou canand
trucksandcomebackhere andjustthen this coupleof Jeepscomein. Theywere Yanksand|
wassitting down there with him andall andwhen| comebackhe wassittingon acrate, K S Q R
had plenty. Andnext minute we loadedup three trucks Loadedthem all up andthere wasstill
hundredsand hundredsof crates of beer. Nextminute in comethe air force from the America
andthey comein all the G.MCsand cleanedthem out. Andtheir nexttrip then wasgoingto
anothertown to work, whichwasan aircraft factory.

Andthen straightup into n ¥ dzif &ll Japanes@risonof war campsthey usedto bowto a
Bonsairee. Therewas alwaysatree in the forecourtandthey seethem they neverwalk past
without bowing At anyrate, this prisorer of war | wasbringingbackon the trucksandhe was
sitting in front with ushe grabbedhold of the steeringwheelandrun overit. Hesaidthe rotten
swines Thosepoor nurses terrible. Butthey usedto paradethem downthere andthe local
inhabitantssaidtheyQ ®rn aroundandbelt them with bamboa Andsoallot of them carried
woundsin the head,youknow,wherethe 0 | Y 0 zh&d8&uakinto their skull Andl wastalking
to a captainin the armyandwhat they donewasto two red hot bambodQ @& K S @iefz®
throughhis Achillestendonandhe O 2 dzf wali, R § pskshufflelike that. Terrble. And
anywaywe don't talk aboutthem there, justforgetaboutit. Asl say,i K S jas€cRangedhe
guardsthere afortnight beforewe arrivedthere. Theywere signingthe treaty whenwe were
there.

TheJapanese

Well, A {hQdito saybecauseave couldn'tspeaklJapaneser anythingthere. Andthey just
lookedbecauseall Orientalsare all samel NBthe® G K S detyuet NBthep #e shared
our lunchwhichwas four sandwichesandthere were herrings[?}in tomato sauce Theywere
like sharks thesefish. That wasspreadinto the sandwichesandthen we hadto getanorange
andanappleand we'd shareit with them, with the Japanes®ecausehey had nothing, no
food, nothing, nothingat all.



R&R

Well, the only breaksthat we hadwasthey had a rest camp,aboutfour thousandfeet above
sealevelin Colombowhichhe hadto travel on trucksor the train to getthere andIt wascalled
in schooldataLauerDiyatalawa Andyou just had a canteenthere andthat wasit, soyou spent
three daysthere andthat wasthe lot. And you go backandgo aboardthe shipandthat wasit.
But at Trincomaleeif you playedsoccer, you couldalwaysgetin the soccerteamandgo
ashore andthey hadall the Catholicsthey went ashore to their religion Alsg we hadwater
polo players Youjust put out aboomandwe usedto playthere andswim Theywould havea
sharkpatrol, joker sitting up there 303[?].1 neversawanysharks It wasjust a massof ships
there, TrincomaleeTheother places Manuswhichwasanisland whichisright on the equator.
Andthere'sonly anchorageandthey hada dry dockthere. That'swherethe Achillesgot,
airaaft attackedher there whenshewasin the dockwhile we werethere.

Aircraft Carriers

Well, we went on boardthe Indefatigableyeah,l went on that. They'vegot big hangarsandall
that you know. Theycouldhavethat job for me, sitting on all that gasoline Duringthe
engagementhey neverwasted anytime whenthey camein to landand sawa lot of them miss
out comingdown. ¢ K S &lRdtomingin andi K S @issahd get wavedoff by the batman
andall that but quite a few of them went straightinto the tide. If anyplanewasdamagedhey
justwheeledit overthe sideandgot rid of it. Sothe destroyerswould pickthem up or they'd
throw the old floats, Kali[?] floats over. Soquick Seenafew like that. Seenone joker, poor
devil, K S $réigglingtrying to getthe canopyoveranddown shewent, couldn'tsavehim.
WhenyouQ Ni&ngabouttwenty five knotsand into the wind, it only shows the old destroyers
pickingthem up. Andthey usedto hit the minestoo. Especiallyhe Americansii K S stopahd
0 K S@pénire with everythingandjust blow the mine out.

RumRations

Now | wasunderage and we usedto getalimus[?]what they callalemonjuice. Thatwasour.
Theyjust finishedat that time, twenty and onwardsgot the rum ration. We hadto standup
while the other fellersdrunktheir rum. Butthey abolishedthat. If it's your birthday, youhada
sipof the rum andthen they got your hammocklashingandthey lashedyouto the form so they
didn't jump overboard Do somefunnythingswhenyou getloadedup on that rum. We had
onejokertherein the hangarmesshe wason the hangar messup with the pompomsandit
would be up there twenty five, thirty feet up and he divedoff there, reckonhe'sa kamikaze
Andhe wasluckybecausehe just missedthe eyebolt for tying downthe motor boaton the
deck,onthe steeldeck,just missedhis back went into hisback,but not where hisheadis,
backbonewould killed him. Anotherjoker, he wasin the telephonelocker, andall he hadto do
was openthe door to getout, but he climbedthere like a monkey: Different thingshey?



BRINISH" PACIFIC EFLEET

AUCKLAND TO TOKYO
FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER, 1945
HMN.ZS. Gambis ploughs thru' the sea at top speed

Hoiting the Brinh and Amenican flags at Yokosuka, Tokyo
Bay, the Japanese Naval Base.

After TheWar

| went in the merchantnavythen. | wason the coalboatsgoingdown the southislandand
sailedout of Wellingtonandthen | camebackandwe took one of thoseold woodenfishing
boatsthe{ I y R T 2ndddkitadraBamalooand Sydneyfor the RedFunnelLinefishing
company Tookusthree weeksto getacrossunderwater mostof the time. Only a skeleton
crewon her,aboutninel think there were, eightor nine of usonit. Andl suddenlydecided,
well, thiswasno goodsol went throughthe rehah Butthey usedto look after the returned
men. We put in a ballot, my mate and|, for a sheepfarm down at Rotorua Anywayhe got the
sheepfarm, | missedout, sotheytold methat | couldgothroughfor atrade so,| went through
asacarpenter.

Multiple pompomsthere, we had one on the starboardside andone on the port side Andour
men, six membersandthere arerapidfire for anti-aircraft. Anexcellentguncouldput up a
goodbarrage Here this bookwaswritten by JackHarker who has now passedon, a
tremendousguy,andillustratesquite afew thingsaboutthe GambiaWhata greatshipshe
wasandagreatcrew. Traveled tremendousmilesandalsofired alot of shells Mainly attached
to aircraft carriers for strikes Surroundedy destroyersanda cruisersquadronalongsideof
the aircraft carriers
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Andthesefellowshere, are all shipmatesof mine, andthey'veall passedon. BusterHayesrom
Wellingtonwasan amateurwrestler, fantasticguy. lanBoys who strucka ballot for a sheep
stationand endedup comingto Arrivaandwe were greatfishingmatesuntil he passedon, and
Billy Marr who camefrom Matata andtoday his epitaphis the White Sandsmotor camprun by
his sorrin-law Murphy. AndBillwasveryfluent in Mauri. You wouldn't think he wasfull
bloodedMaurithere but he wasatremendousguy. And Merv Bovaisvho comesfrom
Ashburtonhe diedthis yearunfortunatelythroughaheart attack but I've nevereverseena
personlike him that he had a perpetualgrin andwaslaughingall the time. He onlywent to
aboutfive foot three, but agreatguy. | miss¥&m.



Andthis wasmy old shipmates)an Boysand the two Ragg twins, in thosedaysthe very, very
luckyto havegot awaytogetherbecausehey liked to splitthem up. But they were both
sailmakersand| haveneverseeneither one of them sincewe cameback Wherethey are now |
g 2 dzft BhgWoout landied a few yearsagoand he wasalsoa very goodrugbyplayerfor
Waikatg and he playedin the possiblesandthe probablesunderthe tutorshipof, L Q @ S
forgotten hisname,FreddieElam and he playedwith a brokenbigtoe andhe hadthem taped
togetherandFredsaidto him after, he saidyou seemedto limp a bit andhe saidyou played
verywell. ButtheyQ @h8w, the three of them now, passedn to my knowledge

Atthe time | wasleasinga hotel calledthe Britamath, and we usedto meeteveryTuesdayof

the month, the last Tuesdayof the month, and | would shouta round of drinksfor them all

from the Gambia And we decidedto godown, in 1983,to Hokitikaandthe only way of getting
transportthere wasto useabus Anda married mate of minewho wasa memberof the RSAnN
Warkworth, CharlieRailwitiwasa busdriver and he decidedto take usdown. With all regalia
andeverythingon the bus fifty one of us, the fifty one seaer andfifty one of us,maleand
female,took off. Thatisthe ship'scompanytakenat Hokitikaon our first 1983reunion YouQ f
seedown here at the bottom, thereQ BalWinniarthur,(i K | Refic A Y Y A | IMBlenizNe &
isalsothe cousinof the greatoperasinger, KiwiArthur. And FrankJeffrieswho carveda
mahoganycrestof the Gambia Andon this side,(i K | nie fhére; on this sideis Bill Cedricwho

is probablythe greatestriggerthe New Zealand\NavyhaseverexperiencedA fantasticguyon



Macraméwork and anythingattachedto wire rope and ordinaryropes And this wastakenat
Hokitikaon the first reunionin 1983.

GAMBIA

40th ANNIVERSARY
7943 - 71983
WREATH LAYING SERVICE
Hokitika 25th September 1983
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Andduringour stint of eightyfive daysat sea We usedto oil andthis is anexampleof what
happensthatQ the aircraft carrierillustrious and she'sgetting oiled andwhat they coulddo
andthisisthe Gambiahere,isthey put out one hosefor there and one hosefor there. And its
just that the cdm weatherwasgoodandwe would oil ships there and provisionandthen take
off again Butyou canseewhereit's veryimportantisthe nervecenteron the aircraftcarrier.
ItQ jast like a big flight deck, mobile.



Andthisisthe boysin Durban lanBoysisthe centreonethere, andthat isthe rickshawpuller.
The nativesdown there doll up andthey put all headdresseon andeverythingandii K S & Q R
standapproximatelynine andten feet high,andbottle tops all roundtheir anklesandthey

would getyouin the rickshawandaway@ 2 dg@ Rndthat's one of the only onesl've seen
takenin Durban.
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And there'sthe photographl took of Tokyowhenwe landedin there. Justto showyouthe
rubble, andthat's part of the palace andthe restisjustrubble, (i K |- ail ithé&s.Andthey
cleanedit awayto makeatrackfor atruck. Andyou canjustimaginewhat it would be like.

Thatwasthe Victorious,the aircraft carrierthat strucka kamikaze Thekamikazemissedthe
islandbut doneuntold damageto the flight deck Thisone waswherethey capturedthis
sixteeninchgun Andthe Japaneseouldn'tget overeatingthe bully beef. ¢ K |- the@ambia,
full steam Andthis here,what'sthe nameof the mountainthere, Mount Fuji,Fujiyama And
0 K S H&iar&tandingguard here on the shipandfor the first time for the Japanesgan
invasionfleet, an enemyinvasionfleet has everbeenin the Japaneséiarbaur.



Thatisthe 1939.45star, if you're on activeserviceduringthat time. That'sthe BurmasStar, in
the IndianOceanandthe Bengal andyou seethat bar, dPacifi€ you carQlibld both medals,
the BurmaStarandthe PacificStarat onetime sothey, whicheveroneisthe first you®e on,
whichisthe BurmaStar,then you put the Pacificclaspon then. Andii K | déféndeof New
Zealandsthesethree, andthis one hereisthe signingof the treaty, the finish of the war.
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neverwipedit off. WhetherA (b&eaiused,whetherit wasbloodor not, IR 2 ykebw.

7

¢ K | the®@ari-kari knife for committingsuicide | R 2 yk@biv anythingaboutthe stain Tome, |

7

7
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Thisherewasa decorationtakenoff aJapanesé R Y A ddformwichl had Andwhen
commanderDavisGoffandl took overwe hadall the keysof the navalbase
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Soto stopthe looting, he said,dYou look after thesea dzZNNdnd gaida | S Fink | was
worseoff thanthe looters. Becausd went in myselfandhadalook, and{ K I hovi) ot the
Japaneseniform and| got theseglasseslt's a beautifulgreenmottled crystal neverbeen used
and| think that they would be in the vicinity now of abouta hundredyearsold. They got the
emblemof the cherryblossomandthe navalanchor.



Thatwasthe shotglasseshe kamikazepeoplehad,they usuallythrow awayand brokethem,
but seeingl hadthe keysthere | got them, they havey” ®éenused andthat's them andtheyQ @ S
gotalittle emblemon there, the anchorandthe cherryblossom

Justthat | missedall my old matesthat usedto be honestandA Gof\¥spasmodicallyjow that
youfind somebodyil K I béeRdén the Gambia Matter of fact, | got aphonecallthe other day
andhe was96 yearsof age,thisfella, andL (BY,L (g¥ingon 90, but he saidthat the worst
part aboutit isthe injuriesthat they have,youknowin civvylife, like deafnessand eyesight.
Gotto havewalkersandcaregivers.



